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the perfect cohesion and subordination of their party,
and in keeping down the exuberance of their oppo-
nents, as the parliamentary term is approaching its
penultimate stage.

It follows also that one cannot, at any given
moment except in the few months immediately
succeeding a general election, say that the House
of Commons represents the opinion of even the
majority of the electorate. It may have done so,
roughly speaking, when it was chosen: but it may
have lost that character long before it has seemed fit
to the Premier to recommend a dissolution. The
balance of parties in the constituencies may have
changed; but the balance of parties in the House
remains the same, except in so far as it has been
disturbed through the by-elections. Thus, a Prime
Minister may continue to govern for a period that
may even extend over years, in defiance of popular
opinion, which has only indirect methods of making
its influence felt until the Cabinet is willing to
allow a new Parliament to be elected.